Amongst our affiliated institutions was a school called
the Model School, the proprietor of which was one of
the objectors. Some others also stated their difficulties
if this rule were to be enforced. Finally, when we failed to
reach any conclusion, we decided to drop the matter
that day and refer it to Bapuji. I was quite happy. I
knew what Bapu would say. And that was, in fact,
exactly what he said : The Vidyapith was to make no
distinctions of any sort between human beings.

The news spread, and Gujarat began to buzz like
a swarm of bees. Bombay awoke with a jerk and began
to take notice. A few wealthy Vaishnavas came to Bapu
and said: "The work of national education is a truly
religious one. We would be happy to give as much money
as you need to further it, provided you can see your way
to leave this Harijan-entry question alone." (Those
Vaishnavas had come prepared to give six or seven
lacs on the spot.) Bapuji answered: "Leave alone the
Vidyapith Fund; if somebody were to offer me even
Swaraj as a bribe towards keeping untouchability alive,
I would not touch it with a pair of tongs."

Exit the Vaishnava lords of wealth, definitely sadder,
and, let us hope, wiser. It must have been a shock to
them to realize that there were things in the world which
their money could not buy.
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